Undergraduate (BA) Courses

Fall 2026
This syllabus is for information purposes only. Please check the ETR for updates.

For Erasmus students: 

All the courses offered by the Institute of English and American Studies are 14 weeks long, meet for two contact hours once a week, and are worth 4 ETC credits. 
1. LANGUAGE

English Foundation 1
found, 1, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TE

Bajnóczi Beatrix, Bajnóczi Beatrix, Bajnóczi Beatrix, Krizsán-Patartics Csilla, Krizsán-Patartics Csilla, Perneki Marietta, Perneki Marietta, Perneki Marietta, Fischer Mónika, Fischer Mónika, Kajtár-Pinjung Olga
ANGMIN51, English Foundation, Aradi Csenge

ANAMBA18-31, English Foundation, Aradi Csenge
AMEMIN-51, English Foundation, Aradi Csenge
TO22-ANGT-KOT3, English Foundation, Aradi Csenge

This seminar course is aimed at acquainting the students with the basic practical knowledge of the English grammar which is necessary for functional reading comprehension and the production of both spoken and written texts. The weekly practice the students get supports the material dealt with in other language classes and provides constant feedback about the progress of each individual student for the students themselves as well as the instructors. The course material covers word classes, phrase structures, as well as sentence structures and functions with an emphasis on practical application. Topics discussed include sentence types, tenses, the functions and structures of phrases, as well as discourse functions. By the end of the course, the students are expected to know the basic grammar rules and to be able to apply them in practice. The assessment is based on weekly quizzes, midterm and final tests, and classroom participation.
Communication Skills
lang, 1, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin,
új lektor
ANAMBA-4411, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

ANGMIN-61, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

AMEMIN-61, Language class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

In this class, focus is laid on developing fluency and communicative skills to help the students to become active participants in conversation and discussion in English. Practice is given in the various ways in which a particular communicative function can be realised to assist in making choices as to what one says and in thinking about the appropriateness of how one says it. Personal experiences and points of view are exchanged and topics are discussed. Structured communication exercises may include extended situational responses, eliciting of information, problem solving and short talks on prepared topics. Emphasis is laid upon practising stress and intonation patterns, which are more directly related to communicative functions than grammatical forms. Attention is also drawn to the differences between spoken and written English.


To be effective, the workshop requires full participation of course members. Students will be expected to work individually or in small groups in sharing their ideas during informal discussion or in preparing various topics, which they will then present to the group as whole.

Reading Skills
lang, 1, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TE

Aradi Csenge, Perneki Marietta, Püski Gyöngyi, Kostic Adriana, Kostic Adriana
ANAMBA-4411, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

ANGMIN-61, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

AMEMIN-61, Language class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina
TO22-ANGT-KOT9, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

The main aim of this course is to help the students to read more effectively by developing the skills (extracting main ideas, reading for specific information, understanding text organisation, linking ideas, skimming, scanning etc.) needed for successful reading comprehension in an academic environment.

Use of English 1
lang, 1, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TE

Tóth Judit, Tóth Judit, Perneki Marietta, Perneki Marietta, Csetényi Korinna, Csetényi Korinna, Püski Gyöngyi, Püski Gyöngyi, Brice Cantrell, Brice Cantrell, új lektor, új lektor
ANAMBA-4411, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

ANGMIN-61, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

AMEMIN-61, Language class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina
TO22-ANGT-KOT13, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

The aim of this course is to provide practice in various fields of the English language; to practise grammar phenomena especially difficult for a Hungarian speaker; to practise the areas of language competence needed in the academic environment; to help the students perform better at language competence tests; to familiarise the students with the various types of tests and tasks used for the assessment of English competence; to initialise and/or enhance systematic vocabulary building; to make the students aware of different options made possible by the economy of the language.

Writing Skills
lang, 1, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TE
George DeMan, George DeMan, Kostic Adriana, Kostic Adriana, új lector, új lektor
ANAMBA-4411, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

ANGMIN-61, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

AMEMIN-61, Language class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

TO22-ANGT-KOT10, Language class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

This course will introduce students to the types of academic writing that they may need to produce in their first and second years at the university. While working on different genres and text types (description, report, exposition and argumentation), the course will also focus on questions of usage, grammar and basic organisational patterns. Students will be encouraged to take a process approach to writing.
General Language Development 1
lang, 1, sem, TE

TO22-ANGT-KOT4, Language Class, Perneki Marietta
Perneki Marietta, George DeMan, Brice Cantrell, Krizsán-Patartics Csilla, Fischer Mónika, Székesi Dóra

The aim of this course is to help first year students adjust their learning strategies and English language proficiency to what is acquired by university level language learning. After taking a placement test, students will be put into groups based on their proficiency level. Every group will cover a general coursebook with the purpose of developing all four skills, that is reading, writing, speaking and listening. In addition, special attention will be paid to vocabulary development, critical areas of grammar and teaching students language learning strategies. For lower proficiency groups the aim of the course is to catch up with higher proficiency students and to reach a level by the end of the semester that is enough to enrol into the AE1 preparation courses. Students with more advanced proficiency will be offered challenging course material to maintain motivation and enrich their existing skills.

This course runs in conjunction with General English Language Development 2. in the same semester.

General Language Development 2

lang, 1, sem, TE

TO22-ANGT-KOT5, Language Class, Perneki Marietta

Perneki Marietta, George DeMan, Brice Cantrell, Krizsán-Patartics Csilla, Fischer Mónika, Székesi Dóra

The aim of this course is to help first year students adjust their learning strategies and English language proficiency to what is acquired by university level language learning. After taking a placement test, students will be put into groups based on their proficiency level. Every group will cover a general coursebook with the purpose of developing all four skills, that is reading, writing, speaking and listening. In addition, special attention will be paid to vocabulary development, critical areas of grammar and teaching students language learning strategies. For lower proficiency groups the aim of the course is to catch up with higher proficiency students and to reach a level by the end of the semester that is enough to enrol into the AE1 preparation courses. Students with more advanced proficiency will be offered challenging course material to maintain motivation and enrich their existing skills.

This course runs in conjunction with General English Language Development 1. in the same semester.

Speaking and Listening Skills

lang, 2, seminar, TE

TO22-ANGT-KOT14, Language Class, Baranyi-Dupák Karina

Püski Gyöngyi, Püski Gyöngyi, Fischer Mónika, Fischer Mónika, új lektor, új lektor

The aim of this course is to help students improve their listening and speaking skills. Practice is given in the various ways in which a particular communication function can be realized to assist in making choices as to what one says and in thinking about the appropriateness of how one says it. Personal experiences and points of view are interactively exchanged and topics are discussed. Attention is given to all language skills, with emphasis on listening and speaking including stress and intonation patterns, grammatical accuracy, vocabulary, and discourse management. The class requires students to listen to talks, share their ideas during informal discussion, and  prepare presentations on various topics. Students are expected to complete both oral and written homework. 

Presentation Techniques
lang, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM

Brice Cantrell, Brice Cantrell

ANAMBA77211 Language Class Seminar, Z. Kocic Larisa

The course examines the way we think about experiences and the way we organise them for discourse, planned or unplanned, i.e. memorised speeches, manuscript speeches and extemporaneous speeches. The structure of informative and argumentative discourse is discussed: the point, the pattern and the detail and how to shape them to inform and motivate an audience, how to achieve coherence and clarity.


Students will be expected to work actively in class and to prepare home assignments. Based on work done in class, they will have to analyse discourse, prepare their own delivery on different topics, perform in front of others, analyse their own performance and that of others and be ready to improve on it. Grading will be based on class participation and the quality of oral presentation.

Integrated English Language Skills

lang, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM

George DeMan, George DeMan, George DeMan,

ANAMBA77222 Language Class Seminar, Balla Ágnes

Students who have successfully completed Academic English have thereby demonstrated a degree of competence in the discrete skills of reading, writing and speaking, as well as in the use of English. The present seminar course seeks to combine these skills in a number of ways, with the important addition of listening, and to integrate them in the performance of advanced-level language activities. Given that the participants on this course are all engaged in English-medium academic studies in the field of English, it is highly appropriate that the course should focus on specific study skills to enhance their ability to benefit from the tuition and resources they are exposed to, as well as enabling them to contribute more fully in both speech and writing. The format of the seminars will include substantial open-class discussion, pairwork and groupwork as well as individual presentations.

2. ACADEMIC WRITING
Academic Composition

Gen, sem, 2-3, BAEN, BAAM, TO 
Bálint Emma, Mehdi Galiere, Huber Máté, Kajtár-Pinjung Olga, Kajtár-Pinjung Olga, Szántó Bálint, Zámbóné Kocic Larisa
ANAMBA77122 Academic Composition, Z. Kocic Larisa

TO22-ANGT-KOT28 Academic Composition, Z. Kocic Larisa

The course links your Writing Skills seminar in the first year to your Academic Writing seminar in the third. The primary aim of the course is to help you make the transition from writing short, well-structured informal texts to writing longer, academically oriented argumentative texts. The second aim of the course is to familiarize you with the habit of handling texts by others, make you look for and reproduce arguments. Also, you will be introduced to specific elements of vocabulary and grammar usually applied in academic texts. For this, you will be provided with samples of academic writing following the topics of the course. In the first part of the semester, we are going to revise and practice skills needed for writing short texts of cc. 200 words that belong to various genres, have an introduction, body, conclusion structure, use well organized paragraphs, cohesive devices, and respect basic rules of punctuation. This part of the course concludes with writing the draft of a book review of cc. 400 words. In the second part of the semester, we are going to make preparations for writing in an academic context by reading, summarizing, analyzing academic texts in search of arguments. This part of the course concludes with handing in the completed book review of cc. 800 words.  
Academic Writing
Gen, sem, 3, BAEN, BAAM
Bálint Emma, Cora Zoltán, Szélpál Lívia, Zámbóné Kocic Larisa

ANAMBA77111 Academic Writing, Z. Kocic Larisa


The course aims to instruct students in the development and practice of writing skills necessary for a successful completion of their academic papers and theses. Students will be provided with samples of academic writing following the topics of the course. The lecture component of each class session will target the various aspects and elements of the writing process as well as the structural organization of various parts of papers. In the discussion component of each class students will analyse and critique each other's work, while in the end of the class all students will report on and summarize the main points of their discussions. Throughout the term, students will be required to write and rewrite various short texts, with the main assignment of the course being the rewriting of a term paper according to the aspects of writing discussed in the course.
3. CULTURE

Lectures 

Introduction to English Studies
Cult, lect, core, 1, BAEN

Sávai-Matuska Ágnes

ANGBA11, Introduction to English Studies, Sávai-Matuska Ágnes

Culture Survey Course Előadás őszi félévben, Cristian Réka Mónika

The aim of the course is to help students who are majoring or minoring in English to understand the characteristics of the English Studies degree program, and provide a structured introduction both to the field of English studies as a scholarly discipline of the humanities, as well as to the dynamism of the changes within this specific academic field. By the end of the course students will be familiar with the basic terminology, themes and approaches that characterize the diversity within the discipline.
Introduction to American Studies 
cult, 1 BA, survey lecture, BAAM, BAAMmin
Cristian Réka Mónika
AMEBA11, Introduction to American Studies, Cristian Réka Mónika
AMEMIN11, Introduction to American Studies, Cristian Réka Mónika
ANGBA711, Any Course (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán
ANGMIN111, Any Course (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán
 
The course aims to present the connections between the field(s) of cultural studies and the American experience. We will examine the tensions that exist within the multifaceted and heterogenous cultural mix of American life (gender, sexuality, youth, race, religion, American distinctiveness, art, literature, film, architecture, music, various of American studies) initiating students into multiple intriguing contexts that best describe the past and recent discourses of America. The tools for introspection include items of global and local culture, objects of everyday use and art making, kitsch and commerce, politics and identity, representations of personal histories and cultures, of relationships perceived in the designs and forms of different sets of artefacts, and the way they relate to organizing principles that tie a whole society together, and how, over time and individual responses, these shift.  Course Goals: 1) To develop multidisciplinary research skills in the domain of American studies; 2) To understand how seemingly unimportant cultural changes of everyday life can be used as tools in the academic interpretation of a given culture as such; 3) To evaluate and synthesize popular culture within American studies. Since this course is an interdisciplinary introduction to American culture we will also scrutinize current and older (“traditional”) major fields, methodologies, themes, and topics of the discipline with a view on the wide array of other disciplines (anthropology, cultural studies, literary studies, history, sociology, etc.) that American studies have relied on, borrowed from, or appropriated. Reading list: The main coursebooks are: J. Martin Evans, America: A View from Europe (New York and London: W. W. Norton and Co., 1976), Joel Garreau, The Nine Nations of North America (New York: Avon Books, 1981), Neil C. Campbell and Alasdair Kean, American Cultural Studies. An Introduction to American Culture (NY: Routledge, 1998) and Colin Woodard American Nations. A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures of North America (New York: Viking Penguin, 2012). Further materials: Jean Baudrillard, America (London: Verso, 1989) and Stephen Fry in America (BBC film series, 2008) and Stephen Fry, Stephen Fry in America. Fifty States and the Man Who Set Out to See Them All  (William Morrow, 2009), Rob Kroes, If You’ve Seen One, You’ve Seen the Mall. Europeans and American Mass Culture (Urbana and Chicago: U of Illinois P, 1996), Kathleen Stewart, A Space on the Side of the Road. Cultural Poetics in an Other America (Princeton: Princeton UP, 1996). Grading: This course ends with an exam.
 
Theories of Culture– A Survey of Critical Theories 

cult, 2-3, core lecture, BAEN, BAENmin 

Bocsor Péter

ANGBA18-41, Theories of Culture, ZKL

ANGMIN8-11-1, Theories of Culture, ZKL

MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak
This series of lectures offers an overview of various conceptualizations of culture from the beginning of the twentieth century up to the present. We examine how culture emerges as a concept in the course of theorizing it from a multiplicity of viewpoints. The approach of semiotics will serve as a basis for discussing means of subjectivity and meaning production within systems of ideologies. It takes us to more recent critical formulations addressing the political and the social. We shall explore the vested interests of feminism, post-colonialism, and anti-consumerism in culture as an issue. Evaluations will be based upon a comprehensive exam.

Cultural Theories and American Studies
cult, 2-3 BA, culture survey course, BAAM, BAAMmin

Cristian Réka Mónika
AMEBA441, Cultural Theories and American Studies, Cristian Réka Mónika
AMEMIN81, Cultural Theories and American Studies, Cristian Réka Mónika
ANGBA422 Culture Survey Course, Bocsor Péter
ANGBA711, Any Course (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán
ANGMIN111, Any Course (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán
 
This course is a survey of the making of American Studies as an institutionalized academic discipline. The development of American Studies has had its shifts of paradigms with the changing framework of cultural theories and cultural studies, starting from the myth and symbol school synthesis of literature and history to New Americanists, post-national and transnational American studies, all within the interdisciplinary in area of cultural and cross-cultural studies. We will discuss the relationship of theory and practice and will focus on the cultural production, re-construction and deconstruction of identities, gender, class, race, ethnicity, sexuality, etc. Topics include: European, regional and local views, US-based approaches, (new) technologies and film in/and American Studies, post-national(ist), comparative, and transnational American studies. Students will be familiarized with theories and methods for the study of the field, and with strategies and tools of the trade through diverse models of practicing American Studies as cultural studies. Grading: The course ends with an exam.

Culture through Gender
cult, 2-3, survey lecture, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin
Annus Irén (Annus Irén, Kérchy Anna, Kovács Ágnes Zsófia, Lívia Szélpál, Tóth Zsófia Anna, Zámbóné Kocic Larisa)
ANGBA42, Culture survey, Cristian Réka Mónika
ANGMIN8-11 Culture Survey Course, Cora Zoltán
AMEBA71, Any course lecture, Péter Róbert
AMEMIN111 Any course lecture, Annus Irén
TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT26 Culture Survey Course Előadás őszi félévben, Cristian Réka Mónika
MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak
This is a survey lecture in the field of cultural studies. It introduces students to major topics of research focusing on British and American society and culture (through examples primarily drawn from the field of contemporary popular culture) from the theoretical perspectives of gender and sexuality studies. The topics will be approached from contemporary theorizations so that we can understand the changes to the questions and the relevant concepts developed over the history of feminist scholarship and their current interpretations. The six major topics to be covered include early critical thinking on women’s life in Britain and the USA; public/private differentiation of social life; social relations of race/ethnicity and class; body studies; postcolonial studies; and visuality and (new) media. This is a team-taught course: each topic is covered by different members of TNT, the Gender Studies Research Group. The actual readings selected for each topic will mostly analyse recent works from within the UK and US context. Students are requested to read the assigned readings before coming to class as familiarity with the reading materials can help students to make the most of the class meetings, which may not only follow the format of a traditional lecture but may also include questions and points for discussion.
Class attendance policy: Students are expected to attend lecture sessions regularly and well prepared (reading the assigned texts for each session). Maximum absences allowed: 6 sessions.
Assessment: Written exam (2 essay questions) based on the questions covered by the weekly readings and lectures.
Students are requested to comply with the policy of Academic ethics and integrity defined in the course description, which includes restraining from network activities on their electronic devices during class.
Contemporary American Society and Culture
cult, spec, 2-3, lect, BAEN, BAAM, BAEN-Tr, BAEN-BE, BAAMmin
Annus Irén
ANG18-FT50-12 Contemporary American Society and Culture, Annus Irén
ANG-BUS50-11 Contemporary American Society and Culture, Annus Irén
AMEBA42, Culture Survey Course, Cristian Réka
ANGBA71 Any Course Lecture, Cora Zoltán
AMEMIN82 Culture Survey Course, Cristian Réka M
ANGMIN111 Any Course Lecture Cora Zoltán
MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak

The purpose of this lecture is to familiarize students with the American people, culture and government along with various areas most influential in framing the essential notions and manners of operation particular to the US, thus to deepen the students' understanding of this country and its people. The course opens with the introduction of the country and its inhabitants.  Then it discusses the development and present structure of the American federal government, its policies and field of operation.  It also surveys the various areas, such as religion or the media, supposedly independent of the government but still a major force in defining American culture and identity.
Contemporary British Society and Culture

cult, spec, 2-3, lect, BAEN, BAENmin, BAspecB(usiness), BA SpecTr(anslation)

Bálint Emma
ANG-BUS50-12, Contemporary British Society and Culture, Péter Róbert

ANG-FT50-13 Contemporary British Society and Culture, Péter Róbert

ANGBA71, Any Course lecture (Excluding Language) Péter Róbert

ANGMIN111 Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán

AMEBA71 Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language) Péter Róbert
The objectives of this course are to explore the culture as well as the society, politics and current issues of Britain and to familiarize students with the most important cultural markers that they might encounter when translating or interpreting. The lectures will cover the geography of Britain, politics and government, the legal system, international relations, the British economy, education in Britain, the media, religion, arts, and entertainment. Please use lecture notes as well as the textbooks provided to prepare for the final exam. The course will focus particularly on the 20th and 21st centuries, though we will also use historical and cultural material from before this time to better understand Britain as it exists today.
18th-century British Cultural History

cult, 2-3, survey course, lect, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin; TE

Cora Zoltán
ANGBA42, Culture survey, Cristian Réka Mónika
ANGMIN8-11 Culture Survey Course, Cora Zoltán
AMEBA71, Any course lecture, Péter Róbert
AMEMIN111 Any course lecture, Annus Irén
TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT26 Culture Survey Course Előadás őszi félévben, Cristian Réka Mónika
MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak

The lecture surveys British culture in the late eighteenth century and in the early nineteenth century, and it is designed to introduce students to literary, political, aesthetic, and visual cultures of Britain and their interconnections in this period. Hence, we study trends, themes, ideas, and qualities of British culture which is understood and interpreted as a unity of historical, philosophical, literary, aesthetic, and artistic trends and discourses. We read from such various authors, as for instance, Hume, Hogarth, Mandeville, Burke, Reynolds, Wordsworth, and primarily those aspects of late 18th and early 19th-century British culture are discussed that usually fall outside the scope of either history or literary surveys. Thus, the course pre-eminently focuses on the theories and philosophy of both politics and aesthetics. Last but not least, we also look in some depth at the works of the artists Hogarth, Hayman, Reynolds, Gainsborough, as well as at some of their models, patrons and contemporaries in the art world. Students are required to read all the assigned reading material and secondary literature. The lecture ends with a colloquium that is based on the mandatory readings and the lecture notes.
Seminars
Theories of Culture 

cult, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAENmin; TE

Bálint Emma

ANGBA18-61, ANGBA61(-00009) Culture/History Course Seminar, Annus Irén
ANGMIN8-11-2 Culture Seminar, Cora Zoltán

This core seminar is designed to further explore conceptualizations of culture as introduced in the Theories of Culture Lecture. The course introduces students to various concepts of culture in modernity and late modernity, breaking with the necessity of seeing culture as the “other” of materiality and social life. The eight themes covered will explore the major areas of the study of culture and their concepts and specificities of approach to 'culture'.

Identity Matrix and American Popular Culture

cult, 2-3, sem, BAAM, BAEN

Annus Irén

AMEBA18-9, American Visual Cultures and the Media, sem, Dragon Zoltan

AMEBA61, Cult/Hist course sem, Annus IrénAMEBA81, Any course sem, Vajda Zoltan
AMEBA81, Any course sem, Vajda Zoltan

ANGBA81, Any course sem, Cora Zoltán

This course investigates American visual culture and surveys the ways in which various types of identities are represented in visual popular culture as intersecting within the matrix of social practices and relations. The purpose of the course is to introduce and illustrate the existence of social distinctions and resultant identities and the way they are represented in visual culture in order to enhance student's understandings of cultural production, of American popular culture, approaches and methods that may assist in its critical investigation and the concepts required for such an analysis. In mathematics, the identity matrix captures the concept that if a matrix is multiplied by its identity matrix, it does not change the original matrix, just like multiplying a number by 1 does not change the original number. This reflects how we engage in a process, believing that it will result in a change in the original state of affairs, only to find in the end that in fact nothing has changed. Patricia Hill Collins coined the phrase "the matrix of domination" to describe various structures of oppression that are constituted through particular segments of identities reflective of various social hierarchies, including age, class/status, (dis)ability, gender, race/ethnicity, and religion. This course investigates American visual culture and surveys the ways in which various types of identities are represented as intersecting within the matrix of social practices and relations. In particular, it focuses on the specific strategies of representation used in order to challenge existing hierarchies and to subvert the matrix of domination. Moreover, it also examines the extent to which these subversive strategies can be regarded as successful and thus may trigger social change - as opposed to being caught up in the equilibrium presented by the identity matrix.
American Film Comedies 

Cult, 2-3, sem, BAAM, BAEN, TOANGT

Zsófia Anna Tóth

AMEBA18-9, American Visual Cultures and the Media, sem, Dragon Zoltan

AMEBA61, Cult/Hist course sem, Annus Irén

AMEBA81, Any course sem, Vajda Zoltan

ANGBA81, Any course sem, Cora Zoltán

The course aims to cover theoretical as well as practical aspects of comedies with the help of some outstanding American film comedies. Comedies often have been relegated into the category of insignificant works that only have entertainment value but nothing more. During the course we will investigate why this concept has been here with us since antiquity while trying to prove the opposite. Comedies are complex works that dare to challenge the most fundamental beliefs and values of a society while evading the punishment for these transgressions, and while they are subversive and initiate change, they still reinforce the status quo (to some extent). We will see how the dual processes of contestation/challenge and complicity work in some selected film comedies from various decades of American film history with an emphasis more on the second half of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st. The film comedies to be watched are: It Happened One Night (1934), His Girl Friday (1940), Some Like It Hot (1959), Play It Again, Sam (1972), Tootsie (1982), Mrs. Doubtfire (1993), Ace Ventura, Pet Detective (1994), The Big Lebowski (1998), American Pie (1999), Meet the Parents (2000), Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back (2001), The Hangover (2009), What to Expect When You’re Expecting (2012) and Tag (2018).  Requirements: students are required to watch the films and contribute to the class discussion, while the secondary works are only recommended (but the oral presentations will be based on these ones). The readings can be found in the Documents folder on CooSpace.

Grading policy: class participation 20%, oral presentation 30%, written final test 50%.

Important: each of the three components of the grade should be completed. If e.g.: the class participation fails due to a lack of contribution to class discussion (or a written assignment is not submitted), that grade component fails, as a result, the whole grade fails (despite the fact that theoretically it means “only 20%” considering the whole grade). 

Absences: 3 absences are permitted (an extra written assignment can be handed in or an extra presentation can be done if more than 3 classes are missed or medical papers can also be an alternative).

Soundtrack of America: U.S. History through Music


NEW
Cult, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin

Kajtár-Pinjung Olga


AMEBA61, Cult/Hist course sem, Annus Irén

AMEBA81, Any course sem, Vajda Zoltan

ANGBA81, Any course sem, Cora Zoltán
This course explores the major historical, political, and cultural developments in the United States during the 20th and 21st centuries through their representation in music. Throughout U.S. history, music has served as a medium of political expression, protest, and identity formation. By treating and analyzing songs as historical sources, students will examine how key events are reflected in lyrics. The primary focus of the seminar is to encourage participants to develop a critical approach to listening to music and move beyond its entertainment value with the purpose of examining its historical significance. Through close reading of lyrics and contextual analysis, we will explore how musicians respond to historical and political changes and how music can enhance our understanding of historical contexts. Topics of discussion include the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam War, the Reagan Era, the Culture Wars of the 1990s, 9/11 and the War on Terror, and digital protest. They will be examined through songs by artists such as Bruce Springsteen, Robert Johnson, Bing Crosby, Florence Reece, Elvis Presley, Nina Simone, John Lennon, Marvin Gaye, Public Enemy, Nirvana, Tupac Shakur, Rage Against the Machine, Green Day, Kendrick Lamar, Childish Gambino, among others.
Weekly schedule
Week 1: Music as a historical source

Reading assignments:

Huttunen, Matti. 2008. “The Historical Justification of Music.” Philosophy of Music Education Review 16 (1): 3–19. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40327287 ISSN: 10635734
Week 2: 1900-1930s – Early blues

Songs: Smith, Bessie. 1927. “Backwater Blues.” Columbia Records. 


Johnson, Robert. 1937. “Cross Road Blues.” Vocalion Records.

Reading assignments: 

Ted, Gioia. 2008. Delta Blues: The Life and Times of the Mississippi Masters Who Revolutionized American Music. New York—London: WW. Norton & Company. ISBN: 978-0-393-06999-10 (Chapter: “The Blues and the Old Kingdoms: From Catfish Row to Graceland,” pp.13–30.)

Week 3: The Great Depression

Songs: Reece, Florence. 1931. “Which Side Are You On?”


Crosby, Bing. 1932. “Brother, can you spare a dime?” Brunswick Records.

Reading assignments: 

Kennedy, David M. 1999. Freedom from Fear: The American People on Depression and War 1929-1945. Oxford—New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 0-19-514403-1 (Chapter: “The American People on the Eve of the Great Depression,” pp. 31–63.) 

Week 4: World War II 

Songs: Loesser, Frank, Kay Kyser. 1942. “Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition.” Capitol Records.

The Andrews Sisters. 1941. “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy.” Decca Studio.

Reading assignments: 

Erenberg, Lewis A., Susan E. Hirsch. 1996. “Introduction”. In The War in American Culture: Society and Consciousness during World War II, edited by Lewis A. Erenberg and Susan E. Hirsch. Chicago—London: The University of Chicago Press, pp. 8–20. ISBN: 978-0-226-21510-5
Week 5: The Cold War and McCarthyism

Songs: Seeger, Peter. 1946. “Talking Atom/Old Man Atom.” 


Belle, Lulu and Scotty. 1952. “I’m no Communist.” 

Reading assignments:

Whitfield, Stephen J. 1996. The Culture of the Cold War, Second Edition. Baltimore—London: The Johns Hopkins University Press. ISBN: 978-080151957 (Chapter: “The Politicizing Culture: Suspicious Minds,” pp.1–27.) 

Week 6: Civil Rights Movement

Songs: Cooke, Sam. 1964. “A Change is Gonna Come.” RCA Victor.


Simone, Nina. 1964. “Mississippi Goddam.” Philips Records.

Reading assignments:

Clark, Kenneth B. 1966. “The Civil Rights Movement: Momentum and Organization.” Daedalus 95 (1): 239–67. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20026973 ISSN: 00115266
Week 7: Vietnam War

Songs: Creedence Clearwater Revival. 1969. “Fortunate Son.” Willy and the Poor Boys. Fantasy Records.


Gaye, Marvin. 1971. “What’s Going on?” What’s Going On? Hitsville Studios.

Reading assignments:

Small, Melvin. 2002. Antiwarriors: The Vietnam War and the Battle for America’s Hearts and Minds. Wilmington: Delaware: A Scholarly Resource Inc. ISBN: 0-842-2896-X (Chapter: “The Americanization of the War,” pp. 19–39.)

Week 8: Black Power and social crisis

Songs: Brown, James. 1968. “Say It Loud – I’m Black and Proud.” Say It Out Loud – I’m Black and Proud. Vox Studios.


Scott-Heron, Gil. 1971. “The Revolution Will Not Be Televised.” Pieces of a Man. RCA Studios.

Reading assignments:

Joseph, Peniel E. 2001. “Black Liberation Without Apology: Reconceptualizing the Black Power Movement.” The Black Scholar 31 (3/4): 2–19. http://www.jstor.org/stable/41069810. ISSN: 00064246

Week 9: Reagan Era

Songs: Public Enemy. 1989. “Fight the Power.” Fear of a Black Planet. Motown Records. 


Chapman, Tracy. 1988. “Talkin’ Bout a Revolution.” Tracy Chapman. Elektra Records.


Springsteen, Bruce. 1984. “Born in the U.S.A.” Born in the U.S.A. Columbia Records.

Reading assignments:

Rossinow, Doug. 2015. The Reagan Era: A History of the 1980s. New York: Columbia University Press. ISBN: 978-0-231-52865-7 (Chapter: “The Time is Now,” pp. 11–31).

Week 10: 1990s

Songs: Nirvana. 1991. “Smells Like Teen Spirit.” Nevermind. Sound City Studios.


Shakur, Tupac. 1998. “Changes.” Greatest Hits. Amaru Entertainment.

Reading assignments: 

Hartman, Andrew. 2015. A War for the Soul of America: A History of Culture Wars. Chicago—London: The University of Chicago Press. ISBN: 978-0-226-25450-0 (Chapter: “The Battle for the American Mind,” pp. 222–253.)

Week 11: 9/11 and the War on Terror

Songs: Green Day. 2004. “American Idiot.” American Idiot. Reprise Records.


NOFX. 2003. “Franco Un-American.” The War On Errorism. Fat Wreck Chords.


Keith, Toby. 2002. “Courtesy of the Red, White, and Blue (The Angry American).” Unleashed. DreamWorks Records.

Reading assignments: 

Hodges, Adam. 2011. “Introduction.” In The “War on Terror” Narrative: Discourse and Intertextuality in the Construction and Contestation of Sociopolitical Reality, 3–17. New York, New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-0199759590

Week 12: Multiculturalism and American Identity 

Songs: Monáe, Janelle. 2018. “American.” Dirty Computer. Bad Boy Records.


K’naan, Snow Tha Product, Riz Ahmed, Residente. 2016. “Immigrants.” 

Readings: 

Huntington, Samuel P. 2004. Who Are We?: The Challenges to America’s National Identity. New York—London—Toronto—Sydney: Simon&Schuster. ISBN: 0-684-87053-3 (Chapter: “Twenty-First Century American Identity,” pp. 336–362.)

Week 13: BLM and social media activism

Songs: Lamar, Kendrick. 2015. “Alright.” To Pimp a Butterfly. Top Dawg Entertainment. 


Beyoncé. 2016. “Freedom.” Lemonade. Columbia Records. 


Childish Gambino. 2018. “This is America.” RCA Records.

Reading assignments:

Tierney, Thérése F. 2013. “Disentangling Public Space: Social Media and Internet Activism.” Thresholds, 41: 82–89. http://www.jstor.org/stable/43876499. ISSN: 1091711X
Week 14: Queer subculture

Songs: Macklemore and Ryan Lewis. 2012. “Same Love.” The Heist. Macklemore LLC.


Gaga, Lady. 2011. “Born This Way.” Born This Way. Streamline. 


Michael, George. 1990. “Freedom.” Listen Without Prejudice Vol. 1. Epic Records. 

Reading assignments:

Plessis, Michael du, and Kathleen Chapman. 1997. “Queercore: The Distinct Identities of Subculture.” College Literature 24, (1): 45–58. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25099625. ISSN: 00933139

Grading Policy:

In order to pass the course, students must complete all five of the following assignments:

20% Classroom activity: Students are required to listen to the assigned pieces of music and read the assignments for each course. This course relies heavily on classroom discussion – please be prepared to engage in critical discussion about the readings during class. You are free and encouraged to have your own remarks, opinions, interpretations, and questions about them. Reading materials will be made available by the teacher on CooSpace. Songs will be provided on a Spotify playlist at the beginning of the semester.

30% Presentation: Each student is to prepare a 10-15-minute-long presentation pertaining to the topic of the given class. The presentation must use the reading assignments but not rely solely on them. It must include the analysis of at least 1 additional song chosen by the presenter. The presentation topics will be assigned during the introductory session. 

25% Mid-term test

25% Final test

0-50% Failure (1)

51-63% Passing (2)

64-75% Average (3)

76-88% Good (4)

89-100% Excellent (5)

Students may not miss more than three classes.  

Reading Comics: The American Superhero from Comics to Films   
Cult, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin

Szántó Bálint

AMEBA18-9, American Visual Cultures and the Media, sem, Dragon Zoltan

AMEBA61, Cult/Hist course sem, Annus Irén

AMEBA81, Any course sem, Vajda Zoltan

ANGBA81, Any course sem, Cora Zoltán

Comics studies, as an academic field, have been growing steadily in humanities research since the 1980s. Given the immense popularity of comic book film adaptations in the 21st century, it is becoming more and more important to study their source medium as well. The main aim of this course is to engage in critical discussion about English and American comics from mainly (but not exclusively) the superhero genre. Throughout the semester, we are going to read comic books and academic papers that discuss them. We are going to look at the historical circumstances in which these comics were first created, and we are also going to study the history of the superhero genre itself. Reading these comics helps us observe history through the lenses of popular culture. How did the changing sociocultural environment leave its mark on these long-running series throughout the decades in the 20th century? What are the socio-critical aspects of these comics that were generally produced for mass audiences? Students are encouraged to think critically about these comics, therefore classroom activity (questions, remarks, interpretations, etc.) is going to be vital during the seminar.

Grading Policy: 30% Classroom activity, 30% Presentation: 40% Seminar paper.
Students may not miss more than three classes.  

Discourse and the Media 
cult, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin
Galière, Mehdi
ANGBA18-61 Culture/History Course Seminar, Annus Irén
ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán
AMEBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Vajda Zoltán
ANGMIN8-11-2 Culture Seminar, Cora Zoltán
          This interdisciplinary seminar addresses the following questions: In what ways are language and the media related? How do the different media institutions influence ways of representing the world and conversely? How are material and ideological aspects of the media field dialectically related? How does multimodality matter in the construction of reality? In this seminar, students will understand what a critical approach to language use and the media entails. Drawing on examples primarily from British and American society and culture, we will explore and define key concepts such as ‘discourse’, ‘ideology’, ‘communication’, ‘social classes’, ‘hegemony’, ‘social media’, and ‘capitalism’ in the context of multimodality. This will lead us to the ultimate aim of the course: to understand how power relations are embedded in the different ways our representation of the world is mediated, and how various social actors are able to shape this representation and transform our world. Students are expected to keep 500-word-long weekly reading journals, and these will consist of a few general questions about the given reading. The reading journal will allow students to reflect upon the issues raised in the weekly reading, and to get ready for the in-class discussion. The short reflexive seminar paper (2000-2500 words, around 8-10 pages double-spaced) and the deadline for submission will be discussed in the last but one class.

4. HISTORY

Lectures

Early Modern Britain
hist, 2-3, lect survey, BAEN, BAAM; BAENmin; TE 

Péter Róbert

ANGBA51, History survey course, Péter Róbert

ANGMIN91, History survey course, Vajda Zoltán

ANGMIN111, Any Course Lecture, Cora Zoltán

AMEBA71, Any course lecture, Péter Róbert

MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak

This survey course delves into the cultural, social, religious, and political history of Britain from the Reformation to the Glorious Revolution of 1688. The Tudor-Stuart era saw the establishment of the Church of England, diverse religious experiences, the rise of modern science, the spread of literacy, witchcraft trials, civil war, and the early conflicts between the Whigs and Tories. It was not only the age of key figures like Henry VIII and Oliver Cromwell, but also of intellectual giants such as William Shakespeare, John Milton, John Locke, Isaac Newton, and Christopher Wren. The course explores both the daily lives of ordinary people and how they understood the world, alongside the broader historical processes, events, and shifts in societal attitudes. Major themes include the Reformation and the formation of the Church of England; religious identities and conflicts in Elizabethan England; the early Stuarts and the three kingdoms; civil war and revolution; the Restoration and its impact on religion; the commons and the aristocracy; households, families, and gender roles; witchcraft, magic, and the occult; the Scientific Revolution; education and the rise of print culture; debates on governance; the Glorious Revolution; and Britain's evolving role in empire and the wider world.
A History of the Old South

hist, 2-3, lecture survey, BAEN, BAAM, TE

Vajda Zoltán

AMEBA51, History survey course, Vajda Zoltán

ANGBA52, History survey course, Vajda Zoltán

AMEMIN9 History survey course, Vajda Zoltán

ANGMIN111, Any course lecture, Cora Zoltán

MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak

This lecture course is designed to provide students with a survey of the history of the American South from colonial times to the beginning of the Civil War. A distinct regional and cultural entity, increasingly dominated by the institution of black slavery and the plantation system, the South played a critical role in antebellum US history. The twofold aim of this course is to highlight the distinctive features of southern historical development before the Civil War as well as to discuss how the South interacted with the rest of the nation. Although the main focus will be on political history, a great deal of the course is devoted to intellectual, social, and cultural history. Topics include: the settling of southern colonies, the beginnings and development of the plantation economy, the South in the American Revolution, slavery, white society, the road to secession. The course concludes with an oral exam.
Seminars

Britain in the Second World War

hist., 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, TE

Cora Zoltán

ANGBA18-61, Culture/History Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Annus Irén

ANGBA-81, Any Course Seminar, Cora Zoltán

AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Vajda Zoltán

This course is designed for developing students’ understanding of a crucial period in British history: the Second World War. The seminar sets out to improve specific subject relevant skills. Students will be invited to study key themes of the world war: the formation of strategy, the difficulties of alliance warfare, the experience of combat, the blurring of the line between home and battle front, the wartime economy, the impact of the war on Britain as global and imperial power, the role of intelligence, cultural mobilisation, collectivism, the post-war political and cultural legacy. The course offers the possibility of familiarising with more advanced analytical techniques and more research-intensive essay writing. The outcomes of the seminar include: (1) the academic discussion of Britain’s participation in the Second World War in terms of the themes outlined above; (2) the practice of the use of a variety of sources to support historical analysis, in class and on page; (3) the exploration of primary sources connected to the Second World War; (4) a better equipment in terms of knowledge, understanding and skills for further study. The participants of the seminar are required to read compulsory literature week by week and write essays upon chosen themes during the course. The course ends with a test. Assessment: Participation in discussions and debates of the classes: (30%); Essays: (30%); End Term Test: (40%).

The British Century

hist., 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, TE

Szélpál Lívia

ANGBA-81, Any Course Seminar, Cora Zoltán

ANGBA18-61, Culture/History course seminar, Annus Irén (Excluding Language)
AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Vajda Zoltán
The seminar offers a critical insight into the formation, political thinking, mentality, and social history of the British Empire from the Act of Union (1800) to its high peak in the mid-century and reaching its outcome with the outbreak of the First World War. The British “imperial century” coincided with Queen Victoria’s rule. During this period, the country experienced political stability and revolutionary developments in transport and communication with the unprecedented expansion of power and empire. It was an age of transition characterized by high moral purpose and strict cultural norms. The course promotes critical thinking and general knowledge about British history in the British Century. Reading the analytical essays will engage participants in discovering and understanding different aspects and pivotal events that influenced the British century. The focal issues of the seminar are notions such as the formation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, the Industrial Revolution, the growth of cities, the end of the “walking city,” child labor, imperialism, the Victorian era, the Great Exhibition in 1851, technological innovations, modernization, and the time-space compression. Grading for this course will be based on students’ participation in class discussions - 20 points, term-end exam – 40 points, and a presentation - 40 points. Grades will be calculated on a 100-point scale. Students must collect a minimum of 51 points to pass. Attendance: A maximum of three classes can be missed per SZTE BTK regulations.

Queen Victoria: private & public histories 

hist., 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, TE

Lívia Szélpál

ANGBA-81, Any Course Seminar, Cora Zoltán

ANGBA18-61, Culture/History course seminar, Annus Irén (Excluding Language)
AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Vajda Zoltán
Queen Victoria is a persistent emblem of the British Empire, representing England’s body politic. She left her cultural influence on the world. She served as Queen of England and Empress of India from 1837-1901. Her reign coincided with the relative political stability of the British Century’s Pax Britannica and impacted the era’s manners, morals, and way of life. Also, Victoria was a child, a woman, a mother, a lover, and an amateur artist. She led a life, preserving a public and private identity that also characterized the greater essence of the British Empire. This course presents vital segments of Queen Victoria’s personal history that shaped England’s public history through the close-reading analysis of her correspondence and extracts from her journals. Reading her writings provides a more complex and, in some sense, unconventional image of Victoria, the queen, and the woman. The course promotes critical thinking and general knowledge about Queen Victoria. Reading the primary sources will engage participants in the course in discovering and understanding different aspects and pivotal events that characterized Queen Victoria and her era. Assessment: Grading for this course will be based on students’ participation in class discussions - 20 points, term-end exam – 40 points, and a presentation - 40 points. Grades will be calculated on a 100-point scale. Students must collect a minimum of 51 points to pass. Attendance: A maximum of three classes can be missed per SZTE BTK regulations.
Guantánamo: Aftermath of 9/11



hist, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, TOANGT

Kajtár-Pinjung Olga

AMEBA61 Cult/Hist course sem, Annus Irén

AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Vajda Zoltán

ANGBA81 Any course Seminar, Cora Zoltán


The purpose of this course is to provide an introduction to the controversial past and present of the Guantánamo Bay detention facility and as a cultural metaphor. In January 2002, as an aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the Guantánamo Naval Base was opened to serve as a maximum-security prison to host suspected terrorists; since then, it has become the symbol of the violation of basic human rights as well as mentally and physically abusive interrogation techniques. Throughout the semester, we are going to examine Guantánamo from various perspectives, including but not limited to, history, geography, politics, and law. We are going to explore the notions of reactionary politics, habeas corpus, indefinite detention, and enhanced interrogation techniques, among others. We are going to analyze the attitudes of presidents towards the detention facility by reading speeches and executive orders signed by presidents Bush, Obama, Trump, and Biden. Why were suspected terrorists taken to Guantánamo, Cuba, instead of the mainland USA? What is the cultural significance and relevance of Guantánamo today? What are enhanced interrogation techniques and what was their purpose? Towards the end of the semester, students will have the opportunity to have an online discussion with former detainee, Mohamedou Ould Slahi, who spent nearly fifteen years of his life at the detention facility without ever being charged with a crime. This interdisciplinary seminar highly encourages critical thinking, therefore active participation in class is required.

5. LINGUISTICS

Lectures
Cross-cultural Pragmatics
ling, 2-3, lect, BAEN, BAAM, BAEN-Ford, BAEN-Bus, BAENmin, BAAMmin 

Thomas A. Williams 

AMEBA71, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), Péter Róbert

ANGBA42, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán

AMEMIN111, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), Péter Róbert

ANGMIN111, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán

TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT21 Linguistics Survey Course, előadás  Don Peckham
MK-SZVTO, Szabadon válaszható tárgyak
The course presents a review of two culture-related areas in sociopragmatic research: cross-cultural pragmatics, which deals with differences in verbal behavior across languages and cultures, and intercultural pragmatics, which examines actual communication between speakers of different languages and cultures. The course presents empirical research in both areas, reviews different explanatory frameworks used to account for the observed differences, and addresses methodological issues related to these two subfields of pragmatics.

The course ends in a final written exam. 

Descriptive Grammar and the Syntax of English
ling, lect, 2–3, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin

Huber Máté
ANAMBA18-61, Descriptive Grammar and the Syntax of English, Zsigri Gyula

ANGMIN101-00001, Descriptive Grammar and the Syntax of English, Zsigri Gyula

AMEMIN101, Descriptive Grammar and the Syntax of English, Zsigri Gyula
MK-SZVTO, Szabadon válaszható tárgyak
The course provides a fundamental characterization of the nature of the English language. It also seeks to explain why English is the way it is and how language grammars work. Offering a comprehensive exploration of the underlying principles of grammar, the course aims at explaining what systematic regularities define language in general and English in particular.

The lectures give a survey of the major fields in the grammar of English: word classes, construction types, complementation and modification, clauses and ways to join them, as well as the principles that define grammatical relations. Topics include descriptive analyses of the tense and auxiliary systems, the case, number and gender systems, determiners, finite and nonfinite clause structures, and constituent order variation.

Introduction to Applied Linguistics
ling, 2–3, survey/lect, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TE

Aradi Csenge
ANAMBA18-62, Linguistics Survey Course, Don Peckham
ANGMIN102, Linguistics Survey Course, Don Peckham

AMEMIN102, Linguistics Survey Course, Don Peckham 

TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT12 Introduction to Applied Linguistics, előadás  Don Peckham
MK-SZVTO, Szabadon válaszható tárgyak


This lecture course introduces and surveys some of the basic issues and areas which fall under the broad heading of "applied linguistics". Topics to be covered include: foreign language learning and teaching, bilingual education, sociolinguistics, world Englishes, language and the law, testing and research methods. The course will look at applied linguistics not only from the “linguistics applied” point of view, but will also present applied linguistics as a distinct branch of linguistics.

Introduction to Historical Linguistics

ling, 2–3, survey/lect, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TE 
Püski Gyöngyi
ANAMBA18-62, Linguistics Survey Course, Don Peckham

ANGMIN102, Linguistics Survey Course, Don Peckham

AMEMIN102, Linguistics Survey Course, Don Peckham

TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT21 Linguistics Survey Course, előadás  Don Peckham

MK-SZVTO, Szabadon válaszható tárgyak


The course is designed to cover (1) historical linguistics with its scope, principles and methods, including such topics as sound change and its types, analogy, comparative method and comparative and internal reconstruction, and (2) the history of the English language, with special focus on Old English, Middle English and Early Modern English, their grammatical systems, most important sound changes (vowel lengthenings and shortenings, Great Vowel Shift), some important consonantal changes and the development of grammatical categories.
Introduction to Linguistics

ling, 1, lect, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TE

Fenyvesi Anna

ANAMBA11, Introduction to Linguistics, Fenyvesi Anna

ANGMIN18-31, Introduction to Linguistics, Fenyvesi Anna

AMEMIN31, Introduction to Linguistics, Fenyvesi Anna

TO22-ANGT-KOT2, Introduction to Linguistics, Fenyvesi Anna
The course offers a general introduction to all major areas of theoretical and applied linguistics: phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, first and second language acquisition, sociolinguistics, historical linguistics, and psycholinguistics. The purpose of the course is to provide the student with a basic knowledge of the fundamental principles and notions of linguistics, as well as to introduce the most important methods of linguistic analysis.


The course concludes with a 60-minute computerized exam taken at the computer lab of the university library.

Introduction to Sociolinguistics

ling, 2–3, survey/lect, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TE

Máté Huber

ANAMBA18-62, Linguistics Survey, Donald Peckham

ANGMIN102, Linguistics Survey, Don Peckham

AMEMIN102, Linguistics Survey, Don Peckham

TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT21 Linguistics Survey Course, előadás  Don Peckham
MK-SZVTO, Szabadon válaszható tárgyak


The course offers an overview of the main topics of sociolinguistics and the sociology of language, as well as provides a basic introduction to the most important methods used in sociolinguistic research and analysis. The lectures will be built around a discussion of topics and notions such as the speech community, dialect, code, variation, pidgins and creoles, bilingualism, multilingualism, diglossia, address systems, language and gender, language planning, language maintenance, and language shift.

Translation and Interpreting Theory
spec, 2–3, lect, BAEN, BAAM 

Dudits András

ANGBA71, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán
AMEBA71, Any Course Lecture, Péter Róbert
MK-SZVTO, Szabadon válaszható tárgyak
The purpose of this survey course is to provide a general overview of the theory of translation and interpreting, with a focus on translation and interpreting typology, the theoretical models of translation and interpreting, cognitive processing in interlingual mediation, translation and interpreting skills, as well as the evolution of translation and interpreting studies. Grading will be based on a final assignment.

Seminars
A Critical History of Language in Modernity 
ling, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin
Galière, Mehdi
ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán
AMEBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Vajda Zoltán

This interdisciplinary seminar offers an approach to the history of language situated in the political and economic contexts of colonialism and capitalism. The course offers a survey of language and society from the sixteenth century to date, and addresses the following critical questions: In what ways are language and capitalist development intertwined? How did ideas about language get shaped and by whom, in what contexts? How were language issues connected to the reproduction of, or the resistance to, social inequalities in capitalist societies across modern history?

In this seminar, students will understand what a critical approach to language history entails. We will explore and gain an understanding of key concepts such as ‘imperialism’, ‘nationalism’, ‘sociolinguistics’, ‘capitalism’, ‘fascism’, ‘socialism’, and ‘ideology’. This will lead us to the ultimate aim of the course: to highlight how the history of language in the modern period is embedded in the history of social struggles and, therefore, in constantly evolving power relations.

Students are expected to keep 500-word-long weekly reading journals, and these will consist of a few general and reflexive questions about the given reading. The reading journal will allow students to reflect upon the issues raised in the weekly reading, and to get ready for the in-class discussion. The short reflexive seminar paper (2000-2500 words, around 8-10 pages double-spaced) and the deadline for submission will be discussed in the last but one class.

Doing Sociolinguistics
ling, 2–3, sem, BAEN, BAAM

Huber Máté
ANGBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán

AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Vajda Zoltán

Doing Sociolinguistics is a course which aims to provide an up-to-date overview of the main topics of sociolinguistics. The course aims to develop a solid understanding of the most vital sociolinguistic notions and research methods in context, to develop skills in reading and writing studies in sociolinguistics, to enable students to make independent sociolinguistic analyses, and to encourage reflection and individual research. The course centers around practicing data collection and data analysis. Students are assessed based on three small-scale studies, reported on in the form of outlines, (altogether 40%), a roundtable oral discussion of their research projects (10%), brief weekly tasks based on the readings (25%), and a short research paper on one of their research projects (25%).
Pragmatics and Identity
ling, 2–3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, TE

Thomas A. Williams

ANGBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Tóth Zsófia

AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Toth Zsofia 


The objective of the course is to explore, from the perspective of linguistic pragmatics, how participants’ identities (cultural, ethnic, gender, professional, etc.) are enacted in authentic face-to-face interaction. It will be demonstrated that in various communicative settings (e.g. business meetings, the media, computer-mediated communication) more than one identity may emerge (for instance gender and professional) and participants may employ complex pragmatic tools (e.g. joking) to enact their complex identities. The course will take a multidisciplinary approach to identity and provide a review of various approaches to identity with special focus on how identity interacts with linguistic (im)politeness and face. 

Grading will be based on in-class presentations and a short research paper.

Reading the Human Mind: An Introduction to Cognitive Linguistics 

ling, 2–3, sem, BAEN, BAAM

Aradi Csenge Eszter 

ANGBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Cora Zoltán

AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), Vajda Zoltán

To what extent are language and mind connected with the outside world? How can language inform us about what goes on in our head? And why do we talk in metaphors and images all the time? These are only some of the major questions cognitive linguists seek to answer. 

This course is designed to introduce students to the theoretical foundations and the main research directions of Cognitive Linguistics (CL). A strongly interdisciplinary approach, CL treats thought, language, body and culture as interdependent elements which engage in continuous dynamic interaction to make the perceived reality meaningful for the individual. It is thus an essentially meaning-centred approach that can provide a detailed insight into the nature of the human mind and language. CL departs from observable everyday experience and studies the conceptual and cultural grounding of language to uncover the complexity of the human being. Topics covered in the course include the theoretical groundings of CL; the notion of the embodied mind; Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff & Johnson) and its contributions to contemporary linguistics research; mental spaces (Gilles Fauconnier) and conceptual integration (Mark Turner); cognitive grammar; current philosophical views on the relationship between thought and language. 


Classwork involves the discussion of weekly readings as well as the analysis of language data. By the end of the semester, students will have acquired the basic knowledge and skills to do informed and critical CL-readings on their own and to ask relevant questions related to field. 

6. LITERATURE

Lectures

1st year

Introduction to Literature and Culture I. PRIVATE 
lit. 1, core lecture, BAEN, BAENmin, BAENLev

Kiss Attila

ANGBA21, ea, 2 óra, koll, Kiss Attila

ANGMIN18-21, ea, 2 óra, koll, Kiss Attila

TO22-ANGT-KOT1, ea, 2 óra, koll, Kiss Attila


The study of literature involves the student in a complex activity of reading and inter​preta​tion. This process combines methods of understanding how meaning is produced on different levels of society; how meaning-making activities reflect the dominant discourses of our social and historical position; how the status of the literary work of art becomes problematic when investigated in an interactive model between text and interpreter. This introducto​ry course aims at providing students with a set of tools to examine the above prob​lems as represented in various literary works, together with a survey of the technical skills indispen​sable to the experience of reading. Spe​cial emphasis will be laid on students' understanding of terminology. The fundamental concepts, methodologies, and perspectives of English Studies as an academic discipline will also be presented. Grading: final examination in writing.

England in the High Middle Ages: Middle English Culture and Literature (Survey)
Lit., 2-3, survey lect, any course lecture, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TOANGT
Zámbóné Kocic Larisa

ANGBA31, Literature Survey Course 1 (English), ea, 2 óra, koll, Kérchy Anna
AMEBA71, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), ea, 2 óra, koll, Péter Róbert
ANGMIN111, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), ea, 2 óra, koll, Cora Zoltán

TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT20 Literature Survey Course 2, előadás Kovács Ágnes Zsófia 
MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak

The course plunges right into the eleventh century, the end of the Old English period marked both politically (by the change of the ruling dynasty) and linguistically (by the coming of the Middle English stage in the history of the English language). But the change meant more than this: the continental connections the Norman kings provided put England into the European circuit of thinking, art, and literature in a completely different way. Thus, the Middle English period’s interest lies in the relationship of England and Europe, whether in social structure, philosophy, architecture, or literature; and the course will concentrate on these fields to survey the changes. A historical overview is provided by linking English developments to continental ones and will include topics like feudalism and the development of urban culture, Romanesque and Gothic art, the rise of new monastic orders, scholastic theology, and the universities. The rise of the middle class and the concomitant changes in cultural/literary patterns will also be treated, e.g. through one of the favorite genres (romance) and subject matters (King Arthur), but special attention will be paid to the best known and greatest medieval English poet, Geoffrey Chaucer. The course closes with an outlook towards the sixteenth century, where Humanism already starts to define the previous period as the ‘Dark Ages’, the printing press revolutionizes literary production, and social change makes evident a new age is under way. There will be a final (written) exam, and the readings will be available through CooSpace.

Romanticism and Victorianism in English Literature  (Survey)
Lit., 2-3, survey lect, any course lecture, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, BAAMmin, TOANGT

Kérchy Anna
ANGBA31, Literature Survey Course 1 (English), ea, 2 óra, koll, Kérchy Anna
AMEBA71, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), ea, 2 óra, koll, Péter Róbert

ANGMIN111, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), ea, 2 óra, koll, Cora Zoltán
AMEMIN111, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), ea, 2 óra, koll, Cora Zoltán

TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT20 Literature Survey Course 2, előadás Kovács Ágnes Zsófia 
MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak
The objective of the course is to provide a survey of English literature in the Romantic (1798-1832) and the Victorian (1832-1901) periods. Focusing on the most significant concepts, themes and genres, as well as the key texts both in verse and prose by the major writers of the Romantic period (Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Keats, Jane Austen, Mary Shelley) and the Victorian period (Tennyson, Browning, Elizabeth B. Browning, D.G. Rossetti, Christina Rossetti, Dickens, Thackeray, the Brontës, George Eliot, Thomas Hardy, Oscar Wilde, Lewis Carroll) the course aims at an understanding of the cultural terms ’Romanticism’ and ’Victorianism’ in English literature. The course ends with a written exam.

Modern American Drama 
Lit, 2-3, survey lect 1 (American), any course lecture, BAAM, BAENG, BAENmin, BAAMin, TOANGT
Cristian Réka M.

AMEBA31, Literature Survey Course 1 (American), ea, 2 óra, koll, Kovács Ágnes Zsófia
ANGBA71, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), ea, 2 óra, koll, Cora Zoltán

ANGMIN111, Any Course Lecture (Excluding Language), ea, 2 óra, koll, Cora Zoltán

AMEMIN71, Literature Survey Course (American), ea, 2 óra, koll, Kovács Ágnes Zsófia

TCS-TO22-ANGT-KOT20 Literature Survey Course 2, előadás Kovács Ágnes Zsófia 
MK-SZVTO Szabadon választható tárgyak
            This course surveys the most important representatives of contemporary American drama in the twentieth century. We will read and interpret works by Eugene O’Neill, Thornton Wilder, Tennessee Williams, Edward Albee, Arthur Miller, Paula Vogel, Bernard Slade, Henry H. Hwang, Arthur Kopit and will follow the construction of the dramatic masterplot(s) constructing various identities in the context of modern and contemporary American culture and its strategies of reading and staging (semiotics, psychoanalysis, post-structuralism, gender and queer studies, feminism). The reading list includes: Eugene O’Neill The Hairy Ape, Mourning Becomes Electra, and Long Day’s Journey Into Night, Tennessee Williams A Streetcar Named Desire, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, The Glass Menagerie and The Night of the Iguana, Arthur Miller Death of a Salesman and The Crucible, Thornton Wilder The Skin of Our Teeth. Off and Off-off Broadway drama, Arthur Kopit Oh, Dad, Poor Dad, Mamma's Hung You in the Closet and I'm Feeling So Sad, Edward Albee The Zoo Story, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, and A Delicate Balance, David Henry Hwang M. Butterfly, Bernard Slade Same Time Next Year, Paula Vogel How I Learned to Drive. We will pay special attention to the theaters of identity, which, centered on issues of politics, race and gender define and redefine new issues in American drama as the context of the most public art. Grading: The course ends with an exam. 
 

Seminars

The Evolution of American Science Fiction    NEW
lit, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, 

Szanto Balint

AMEBA18-10 American Literatures Seminar, 2 óra, 6k Gyakorlati jegy, Tóth Zsófia Anna

ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Cora Zoltán
AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Vajda Zoltán


From alien encounters to dystopian worlds, from interstellar politics to time travel, science fiction is a highly transformative genre that spans multiple forms of media. This course examines its evolution in the United States. We begin with 19th century classics, such as Edgar Allan Poe’s short stories, then move on to foundational twentieth-century works, like Frank Herbert’s Dune (1965), and conclude with contemporary sci-fi. Over the semester, students will explore how the genre reflects cultural anxieties about society, technology, gender, and identity. Although the course focuses mainly on novels and short stories, it also offers an overview of sci-fi in other forms of media, such as movies, series, and graphic novels.  This course emphasizes critical discourse about these works; therefore, active classroom participation is essential. The teacher will share all reading materials on CooSpace. Students will receive their final grade based on three different criteria, all of which must be met to earn a passing grade: class participation; a 20-minute class presentation about a topic of choice; and a four-page final paper.

Week 1: Orientation

Week 2: Beginnings

Course materials:

· Poe, Edgar Allan. 1845. “The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemaar.” American Review: A Whig Journal, December 1845.

Week 3: Weird Fiction

Course materials:

· Lovecraft, Howard Philips. 1927. “The Color Out of Space.” Weird Tales, September 1927.

Optional:

· Garland, Alex, dir. 2018. Annihilation. Skydance Media, LLC.

· Gaiman, Neil. 1998. “Shoggoth’s Old Peculiar.” In Smoke and Mirrors: Short Fictions and Illusions, 187-196. New York: Avon Books. ISBN: 978-0380973644.
Week 4: Dystopia

Course materials:

· Bradbury, Ray. 1953. Fahrenheit 451. New York: Ballantine Books. ISBN: 978-1451673265. (Read pages 1-30).
Optional:

· Moore, Alan and David Lloyd. 1990. V For Vendetta. New York: DC Comics. ISBN: ‎ 978-0930289522  

Week 5: Robotics and A.I.

Course materials:

· Asimov, Isaac. 1941. “Reason.” Astounding Science Fiction, April 1941.

Optional:

· Spielberg, Steven. 2001. A.I. Artificial Intelligence. Warner Bros.

Week 6: New Wave

Course materials:

· Le Guin, Ursula K. 1969. The Left Hand of Darkness. New York: Ace Books. ISBN: 978-0441478125. (Read chapters 1-2: Pages 18-35).

Optional:

· Scott, Ridley. 1982. Blade Runner. Warner Bros.

· Villeneuve, Dennis. 2017. Blade Runner 2049. Warner Bros.

Week 7: Epic Science Fiction

Course materials:

· Herbert, Frank. 1965. Dune. Philadelphia: Chilton Books. ISBN: 978-0441172719. (Read chapters 1-3).

Optional:

· Dune (1984) (Film)

· Lynch, David. 1984. Dune. Universal. 

Week 8: Epic Science Fiction II

Course materials:

· Herbert, Frank. 1965. Dune. Philadelphia: Chilton Books. ISBN: 978-0441172719. (Read chapters 3-6).

Optional:

· Villeneuve, Dennis. 2021. Dune: Part One. Warner Bros.

· Villeneuve, Dennis. 2024. Dune: Part Two. Warner Bros.

Week 9: Race, Gender, and Identity

Course materials:

· Butler, Octavia E. 1995. “Bloodchild.” In Bloodchild and Other Stories, edited by Octavia E. Butler, 1-32. New York City: Four Walls Eight Windows. ISBN 978-1568580555.

· Optional:

· Duffy, Damien, Octavia E. Butler, and John Jennings. 2017. Kindred: A Graphic Novel Adaptation. New York: Abrams. ISBN: 978-1419709470.

Week 10: Cyberpunk

Course materials:

· Gibson, William. 1984. Neuromancer. New York: Ace Books. ISBN: 978-0441569595. (Read chapter 1: Pages 3-26).

Optional:

· Wachowski, Lana, and Lilly Wachowski. 1999. The Matrix. Warner Bros.

Week 11: Contemporary Short Stories I

Course materials:

· Liu, Ken. 2011. “The Paper Menagerie.” The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction, March/April 2011. 

Week 12: Contemporary Short Stories II

· Chiang, Ted. 1998. “Story of Your Life.” In Starlight 2, edited by Patrick Nielsen Hayden, 253-295. New York: Tor Books. ISBN: 978-0312863128.

Week 13: Contemporary Epic Sci-Fi

Course materials:

· Weir, Andy. 2011. The Martian. New York: Ballantine Books. ISBN: 978-0553418026. (Read chapters 1-3: Pages: 7-32).

Optional:

· Cameron, James, dir. 2009. Avatar. 20th Century Fox. 

· Scott, Ridley, dir. 2015. The Martian. 20th Century Fox.

Week 14: Final Discussion

Grading Policy:

35% Classroom activity: Students are required to read the primary readings for each week. This course relies heavily on classroom discussion – please be prepared engage in critical discussion about the reading materials during class. You are free to have your own remarks, opinions, interpretations, questions about them. All readings will be made available by the teacher on CooSpace.

25% Presentation: Each student is to prepare a 20-minute-long presentation pertaining to the topic of the given class. The presentation topics will be assigned during the introductory session.

40% Seminar paper: Argumentative essay on a topic of choice related to the seminar. Discuss the topic with the teacher before writing. Use at least three pieces of secondary literature (academic journals, edited volume chapters, etc.). 1500-2000 words, Times New Roman, 12, 1.5 space. 

Style sheet: https://www.ieas-szeged.hu/documents/ 

Plagiarism or failure to submit the final essay means automatic failure. Deadline: the penultimate class. You are free to choose a topic that you would like to later include in your thesis or develop into a publication.

0-50% Failure (1)

51-63% Passing (2)

64-75% Average (3)

76-88% Good (4)

89-100% Excellent (5)

Students may not miss more than three classes.  

Reading Gothic and Horror Fiction

lit, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, TOANGT, any course seminar
Csetényi Korinna

ANGBA18-32 English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak, Kérchy Anna

ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Cora Zoltán
AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Vajda Zoltán

ANGMIN7-111, English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak, Kérchy Anna

The course aims to give students a historical overview of the Gothic genre and trace its development from its beginnings up until its contemporary descendant, horror fiction. A wide range of texts is selected for reading to illustrate genre conventions and its distinctive features. We will look at certain themes and motifs and how these appear in the works of various authors. After an introduction to Gothic fiction (the origins of the novel of terror, its characteristics and key-texts), we will follow a chronological order, examining the novels/short stories of the following authors: Mary Shelley, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Howard Phillips Lovecraft, Shirley Jackson and Stephen King. Key terminology related to the horror genre (including horror films) will be covered, and during our analysis of the assigned readings, we will apply various critical approaches (psychological, feminist), and examine how these works reflect the fears and anxieties of their times. We will also tackle the difficult question of the attraction and pleasure of horror, the only genre named for its effect on the reader.

Grading policy: classroom discussion 30 %, final test 40 %, essay 30 % 

Absence: Three absences are allowed. After the third one, the course cannot be completed (not even with a medical certificate or with extra coursework).

Reading Romantic and Victorian Poetry 

lit, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, TOANGT, any course seminar
Csetényi Korinna

ANGBA18-32 English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak, Kérchy Anna

ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Cora Zoltán
AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Vajda Zoltán

ANGMIN7-111, English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak, Kérchy Anna


The course aims at covering some of the most well-known poems of the Romantic and Victorian periods. First a general introduction to the period will be given to the students. Then varies texts from the most important representatives of these eras (Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Tennyson, Browning) will constitute the starting point for the classroom discussions. The course focuses on the close reading of the poems so students are highly encouraged to participate in the analysis. Grading policy: classroom discussion 30 %, final test 40 % , argumentative essay 30 %. Three absences are allowed. 
Critical and cultural approaches to fairy-tale adaptations

lit, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, TOANGT, any course seminar

Emma Bálint

ANGBA18-32 English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak

ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language)

AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak

ANGMIN7-111, English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak

This course overviews some of the key theoretical and critical approaches to literature and film through contemporary fairy-tale adaptations. The selected secondary literature offers a glimpse into the application of these approaches, and will serve as starting points to inspire collaborative literary analyses of the selected primary texts and class discussions. Active participation is expected from students during the classes. Students are also required to give a presentation on one of the designated primary sources, which include Disney animated films as well as popular literary adaptations. Finally, the class concludes with an in-class conference, during which students present the main idea and framework of their seminar papers, which must be completed for a passing grade. The aim of the course is to provide students with theoretical tools, methodologies, and skills to analyze popular cultural products from different perspectives.

Contemporary Fantastic Fiction: The Neil Gaiman Seminar

lit, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, TOANGT, any course seminar
Bálint Emma

ANGBA18-32 English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak, Kérchy Anna

ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Cora Zoltán
AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Vajda Zoltán

ANGMIN7-111, English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak, Kérchy Anna

Neil Gaiman is among the most popular contemporary fantasy authors whose works range from picture books to novels and graphic novels, even nonfiction pieces on creative writing. In this seminar, participants will discuss various types of literature from Gaiman’s oeuvre and analyse them with the help of concepts and approaches relevant to contemporary fantasy fiction, including magical realism, (anti-)bildungsroman, and intermedial adaptations. Students are highly encouraged to participate in class discussions and engage in critical thinking. The first half of the semester will focus on Gaiman's adaptations of fairy tales and works created for children and tweens, while the second half will engage with more diversified texts in the forms of graphic novels and novels. The course requires students to deliver a presentation, includes one in-term quiz on key terms, and concludes with a seminar paper.

American Humorous Writing

lit, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, 

Tóth Zsófia Anna

AMEBA18-10 American Literatures Seminar, 2 óra, 6k Gyakorlati jegy, Tóth Zsófia Anna

ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Cora Zoltán
AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Vajda Zoltán

This course aims to investigate the workings, aims, effects, mechanisms, methods, discourses and strategies of humor (use) in American literature. The course covers theoretical as well as primary works by aiming to examine humor in theory and practice as well. During the course, we will read stories written by both men and women to refute the age-old belief of (and debate concerning) women’s humorlessness. The primary works (such as poems, short stories, (excerpts from) novels and even some one-liners) include classical texts or not-so-well-known writings (yet) written by major figures of American literature as well as more contemporary and/or less “high art” products/productions written by lesser-known or still acknowledged writers. such as Mark Twain, Benjamin Franklin, Anne Bradstreet, Fanny Fern, Bret Harte, E. B. White, H. L. Mencken, Cornelia Otis Skinner, Louisa May Alcott, Dorothy Parker, Gloria Steinem, James Thurber, Anita Loos, Nora Ephron, Fran Lebowitz, Wanda Sykes, Woody Allen, Mark O’Donnell, Dave Barry, George Carlin, Larry Wilmore. Requirements: students are required to read the primary works and contribute to the class discussion, while the secondary works are only recommended. Grading policy: class participation 20%, oral presentation 30%, written final test 50%. Absences: 3 absences are permitted (extra written assignment can be handed in or an extra presentation can be done if more than 3 classes are missed or medical papers can also be an alternative).
’Hysterical Realism:’ Reading Zadie Smith

lit, 2-3, sem, BAEN, BAAM, BAENmin, TOANGT, any course seminar
Szélpál Lívia

ANGBA18-32 English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak, Kérchy Anna

ANGBA81 Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Cora Zoltán
AMEBA81, Any Course Seminar (Excluding Language), szem, 2 óra, gyak, Vajda Zoltán

ANGMIN7-111, English Literature Seminar, szem, 2 óra, gyak, Kérchy Anna

This course introduces the genre of “Hysterical Realism” through the selected readings of Zadie Smith. The controversial term “Hysterical Realism” refers to diverse narrative techniques. In 2001, James Wood coined the term in his article by reviewing Zadie Smith’s novel White Teeth (2000). Smith responded to Wood’s criticism with an essay in The Guardian on October 13, 2001, entitled “This is how it feels to me,” in which she formulates her ideas about writing and realism. Following Smith’s argumentation, another aim of the seminar is to focus on social issues and emotional reflections within the genre of “Hysterical Realism” in “hysterical times” via selected works of Smith such as the novel White Teeth (2000), the non-fiction essay collection Intimations (2020), the play The Wife of Willesden (2021), the short story “Escape from New York” (2015), and the book review “The Genius of Toni Morrison’s Only Short Story.” The focal points of the seminar are notions such as “Hysterical Realism,” new normal, American exceptionalism, lockdown, racism, and urban space. Grading: This course is an exercise in critical thinking and requires active and informed participation that will be a part of the grade. The grade is the combination of class participation (20%), presentation (30%), three short in-class essays (30%), and a group presentation (20%). Grades will be calculated on a 100-point scale. Students must collect a  minimum of 51 points (51%) to pass. Students are welcome to request individual consultations with the instructor. Attendance: A maximum of three classes can be missed per SZTE BTK regulations.

7. SPECIALISATIONS

Business English

Cross-cultural Pragmatics

spec, 2–3, lect, BASpecB
Thomas A. Williams 

ANG-BUS50-13, Cross-cultural Pragmatics, Thomas Williams


The course presents a review of two culture-related areas in sociopragmatic research: cross-cultural pragmatics, which deals with differences in verbal behavior across languages and cultures, and intercultural pragmatics, which examines actual communication between speakers of different languages and cultures. The course presents empirical research in both areas, reviews different explanatory frameworks used to account for the observed differences, and addresses methodological issues related to these two subfields of pragmatics. The course ends in a final written exam.

Contemporary British Society and Culture

spec, 2–3, lect, BASpecB
Bálint Emma
ANG-BUS50-12, Contemporary British Society and Culture, Péter Róbert


The objectives of this course are to explore the culture as well as the society, politics and current issues of Britain and to familiarize students with the most important cultural markers that they might encounter when translating or interpreting. The lectures will cover the geography of Britain, politics and government, the legal system, international relations, the British economy, education in Britain, the media, religion, arts, and entertainment. Please use lecture notes as well as the textbooks provided to prepare for the final exam. The course will focus particularly on the 20th and 21st centuries, though we will also use historical and cultural material from before this time to better understand Britain as it exists today.

Contemporary American Society and Culture
spec, 2–3, lect, BASpecB
Annus Irén
ANG-BUS50-11, Contemporary American Society and Culture, Annus Irén

The purpose of this lecture is 1) to familiarize students with the American people, culture and government along with various areas most influential in framing the essential notions and manners of operation particular to the US, thus 2) to deepen the students’ understanding of this country and its people, 3) to establish points of relations between various social, political, cultural and economic realms, as well as 4) to provide the most important concepts and vocabulary when talking about US culture and society today and 5) to discuss aspects of former and current relations between the US and other countries throughout American history. The course opens with the introduction of the country and its inhabitants. Then it discusses the development and present struc​ture of the American federal government, its policies and field of operation. It also surveys the various areas, such as religion or the media, supposedly independent of the government but still a major force in defining American culture and identity.

British and American Culture of Business World 2: Marketing, Promotion, and PR
spec, 2-3, lecture, BASpecBus

Bajnóczi Beatrix

ANG-BUS50-18-22 Business World Survey Course, Thomas Williams

The course provides a systematic introduction to the theoretical foundations and core concepts of marketing, promotion, and public relations within the broader field of business studies. Its primary objective is to develop students’ comprehensive understanding of the marketing management process and the strategic role of communication in organizational performance and market positioning. The course examines the structure and stages of the marketing management process, with particular emphasis on planning, implementation, and evaluation. It introduces the elements of the marketing communication mix and analyses the functions and interrelationships of promotional tools, including advertising and public relations. Special attention is devoted to the role of traditional and digital media in shaping corporate communication strategies and influencing consumer behaviour. The course concludes with an oral examination assessing students’ theoretical knowledge, conceptual understanding, and command of professional terminology.

Business Communication: Techniques and Applications

spec, 2, sem, BASpecB

Bocsor Péter

ANG-BUS50-31, Business Communication: Techniques and Applications, Bukta Katalin

The aim of this course is to acquaint the students with the main themes of business as well as the various situations that people communicate in in the world of business. The course is based on a coursebook, and besides focusing on acquiring the special vocabulary, emphasis is laid primarily on oral and listening activities. Students are required to actively and creatively participate in the course, make a presentation, and do individual and group assignments. Assessment will be based on the students’ class participation and their test results.

Cultural Awareness and Intercultural Communication

spec, 2, sem, BASpecB
Lesznyák Márta

ANG-BUS50-41, Cultural Awareness and Intercultural Communication, Lesznyák Márta


This course explores the principles of cultural awareness and intercultural awareness with a focus on communication and self-awareness in diverse contexts. Students will develop an understanding of cultural differences, the dynamics of intercultural communication, and strategies for effective interaction in multicultural settings. Emphasis is placed on enhancing translators’ and interpreters’ ability to navigate cultural nuances and improve their professional and personal interactions. The course combines theoretical knowledge with practical application and experimentation through casestudies, role-playing, and applying learned concepts to real-world scenarios.

In-company Correspondence

spec, 3, sem, BASpecB
Bocsor Péter

ANG-BUS50-42, In-company Correspondence, Bocsor Péter

This course is designed to develop students’ writing skills related to company-to-company correspondence, including memorandums, reports, and notes, as well as social correspondence like appointments, invitations and good-will letters. The course also deals with correspondence related to employment, such as job advertisements, job applications, letters of recommendation, and personal reference. Throughout the course, emphasis is laid on both the formal and the language aspects of business correspondence, layout, style, vocabulary, correctness, conciseness and courtesy.

AI-Assisted Translation and Interpreting
Translation and Interpreting Theory

spec, 2, lect, BASpecTr

Dudits András

ANG-MIFT01, Translation and Interpreting Theory, Dudits András

This course provides an in-depth exploration of translation and interpreting theories, examining key approaches and models that have shaped the field. Students will gain insights into the relationship between translation theory and practice, covering topics such as cognition, language use, cultural awareness, equivalence, functionalism, and translation strategies, with a special focus on the intercultural aspects of mediation in both written and oral contexts. Assessment is based on a midterm paper (30%), a final paper (50%), and class participation (20%). Maximum number of absences allowed: 3.

Introduction to Translation 

spec, 2, sem, BASpecTr 

Dudits András

ANG-MIFT05, Introduction to Translation, Dudits András

The seminar introduces students to the fundamentals of professional translation through hands-on assignments, collaborative discussions, and real-world problem-solving. Designed to cover key translation-specific phenomena such as equivalence, explicitation, and compensation, along with a wide range of receptive, productive, and transfer operations, the seminar focuses on the practical aspects of interlingual mediation to facilitate the acquisition of essential translation skills. Students will engage in practical translation tasks covering different text types, with an emphasis on general (non-technical and non-literary) texts. The course also highlights self-reflection, professional feedback, and quality management as key components of the learning process. Assessment is based on translation assignments (70%), translation journals (15%), and class participation (15%). Maximum number of absences 

Cultural Awareness and Intercultural Communication

spec, 2, sem, BASpecTr 

Sávai-Matuska Ágnes

ANG-MIFT06, Cultural Awareness and Intercultural Communication, Sávai-Matuska Ágnes


This course explores the principles of cultural awareness and intercultural awareness with a focus on communication and self-awareness in diverse contexts. Students will develop an understanding of cultural differences, the dynamics of intercultural communication, and strategies for effective interaction in multicultural settings. Emphasis is placed on enhancing translators’ and interpreters’ ability to navigate cultural nuances and improve their professional and personal interactions. The course combines theoretical knowledge with practical application and experimentation through case studies, role-playing, and applying learned concepts to real-world scenarios.

Cross-cultural Pragmatics

spec, 3, lect, BASpecTr
Thomas A. Williams 

ANG-MIFT03, Cross-cultural Pragmatics, Thomas Williams

The course presents a review of two culture-related areas in sociopragmatic research: cross-cultural pragmatics, which deals with differences in verbal behavior across languages and cultures, and intercultural pragmatics, which examines actual communication between speakers of different languages and cultures. The course presents empirical research in both areas, reviews different explanatory frameworks used to account for the observed differences, and addresses methodological issues related to these two subfields of pragmatics. The course ends in a final written exam.

Introduction to European Studies

spec, 3, lect, BAspecTr

Cora Zoltán

ANG-MIFT04, Introduction to European Studies, Cora Zoltán

The course offers a primarily historical overview of the integration process of Europe after World War II. The lecture seeks to familiarise students with major historical problems throughout the period, such as the legacy of WWII on European affairs (Cold War), the development of the European Economic Community into a political entity, or the circumstances of the foundation of the European Union. The question is raised how Britain was involved in the economic and political integration of Western European countries, or how the accession of Eastern European countries poses a difficulty and, simultaneously, an opportunity for the Union. The survey elaborates on themes of, for example, the pan-European idea and the role of certain politicians, such as Robert Schuman, Konrad Adenauer, Charles De Gaulle, Edward Heath. Besides a historical interpretation of the period, the course introduces students into the institutional and governmental structures of the EU, using the contemporary theory of ‘governmentality’. Students are also required to read and interpret relevant primary (mainly legal texts and speeches) and secondary (literature) sources for the colloquium.

Introduction to Interpreting

spec, 3, sem, BASpecTr 

Sávai-Matuska Ágnes

ANG-MIFT10, Introduction to Interpreting, Sávai-Matuska Ágnes

The aim of this course is to provide a general view of the nature of interpreting with a focus on the processes and management of interpreting. Emphasis is laid on presentation, the grouping of information and logical analysis, and extending students’ vocabulary. Practice is provided through shorter units in different types of oral mediation: liaison, community and conference interpreting. Topics range from current affairs to social studies. Grading: Preparation and class input: 30%; Mid-term test: 30%; End-term test: 40%.
Introduction to AI-Assisted Translation


NEW
spec, 3, sem, BASpecTr 

Dudits András

ANG-MIFT11, Introduction to AI-Assisted Translation, Dudits András

This course explores professional translation practices with a focus on basic-level AI-assisted translation workflows. Students gain hands-on experience translating a variety of text types across different domains, covering both general and specialized translation assisted by LLM-based tools. In-class and out-of-class assignments are designed to integrate traditional human translation techniques and AI-assisted workflows, with particular emphasis on effective prompting and revision strategies. Assessment: Based on the formative evaluation of translation assignments (70%), translation journals (15%), and class participation (15%). Absences: 3 absences allowed.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

· perform general and specialized translation tasks;

· apply machine translation and post-editing strategies to different text types;

· use prompting and revision strategies when working with LLM-based tools;
· evaluate and refine translation outputs using established quality control standards.

Course Syllabus (Modules and Classes):

Module 1 – Introduction to Professional Translation Workflows
· Class 1: The role of the translator in contemporary translation practice; overview of human and AI-assisted workflows
· Class 2: Core translation competences: comprehension, reformulation, terminology management, and revision

Module 2 – Human Translation Strategies
· Class 1: Strategies for translating general texts: meaning transfer, style, and register
· Class 2: Introduction to specialized translation: institutional, academic, and informational texts

Module 3 – AI-Assisted Translation Tools
· Class 1: Overview of AI tools used in translation workflows; practical introduction to LLM-assisted translation
· Class 2: Integrating AI tools into professional translation practice: advantages, limitations, and workflow design

Module 4 – Prompting Techniques for Translation
· Class 1: Fundamentals of prompting for translation tasks: prompt structure, instructions, and context
· Class 2: Prompting for revision, terminology clarification, and stylistic refinement

Module 5 – Post-Editing and Revision
· Class 1: Principles of post-editing AI-generated translations: identifying common errors and inconsistencies
· Class 2: Editing strategies for clarity, accuracy, and stylistic coherence

Module 6 – Translation Quality and Evaluation
· Class 1: Translation quality assessment: accuracy, adequacy, fluency, and consistency
· Class 2: Applying quality control procedures in AI-assisted translation workflows

Module 7 – Integrated Translation Practice
· Class 1: Guided translation project combining human translation and AI-assisted workflows
· Class 2: Review and evaluation of translation outputs; reflection on workflow choices and revision strategies

Literature:

Bowker, Lynne & Michael Buitrago Ciro (2019). Machine Translation and Global Research: Towards Improved Machine Translation Literacy in the Scholarly Community. Bingley: Emerald Publishing. ISBN: 978-1-78756-720-4.

Kenny, Dorothy (2022). Machine Translation for Everyone: Empowering Users in the Age of Artificial Intelligence. Berlin: Language Science Press. ISBN: 978-3-96110-335-2.

O’Hagan, Minako (2021). The Routledge Handbook of Translation and Technology. London: Routledge. ISBN: 978-1-138-23284-0.

Moorkens, Joss; Castilho, Sheila; Gaspari, Federico; Doherty, Stephen (eds.) (2018). Translation Quality Assessment: From Principles to Practice. Cham: Springer. ISBN: 978-3-319-91240-2.

O’Brien, Sharon; Gaspari, Federico; van Genabith, Josef; Specia, Lucia (eds.) (2014). Post-Editing of Machine Translation: Processes and Applications. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing. ISBN: 978-1-4438-6730-4.

House, Juliane (2015). Translation Quality Assessment: Past and Present. London: Routledge. ISBN: 978-1-138-84818-8.

Reading Assignments:

Module 1 – Introduction to Professional Translation Workflows
· Bowker & Buitrago Ciro (2019), Chapter 1 – Introduction to Machine Translation Literacy
· Kenny (2022), Chapter 1 – What Is Machine Translation?

Module 2 – Human Translation Strategies
· House (2015), Chapter 1 – The Concept of Translation Quality
· Moorkens et al. (2018), Chapter 1 – Translation Quality Assessment: An Introduction

Module 3 – AI-Assisted Translation Tools
· Kenny (2022), Chapter 3 – Neural Machine Translation and Its Uses
· O’Hagan (2021), Chapter 2 – Technology and the Changing Role of the Translator

Module 4 – Prompting Techniques for Translation
· Kenny (2022), Chapter 5 – Human–Machine Interaction in Translation
· O’Hagan (2021), Chapter 20 – Artificial Intelligence and the Future of Translation

Module 5 – Post-Editing and Revision
· O’Brien et al. (2014), Chapter 1 – Introduction to Post-Editing of Machine Translation
· O’Brien et al. (2014), Chapter 6 – Post-Editing Workflows and Strategies

Module 6 – Translation Quality and Evaluation
· Moorkens et al. (2018), Chapter 3 – Frameworks for Translation Quality Assessment
· House (2015), Chapter 6 – Models of Translation Evaluation

Module 7 – Integrated Translation Practice
· Bowker & Buitrago Ciro (2019), Chapter 5 – Responsible Use of Machine Translation in Professional Contexts
· Kenny (2022), Chapter 7 – The Future of Machine Translation and the Translator’s Role
