New course with Senior Fulbright lecturer!!!
American Religious History (compressed course!!) 4pm-6pm, October 10 – 28, every weekday, Room II, Petőfi building

hist/cult, 2-3, lect, BAAM, BAAMmin 

Briane Turley 

AMEBA41 Cult Theories and AmSt
German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer once remarked that "it has been granted to the Americans less than any other nation on earth to realize the visible unity of the church of God." What is religion's role and function for a society as religiously pluralistic as the United States? Bonhoeffer's striking observation reflects upon American expressions of the Christian tradition only. While a remarkable variety of Christian groups abound in the United States, most are losing members. Yet sociological surveys demonstrate that the nation remains religious. Alternative traditions abound, and Wicca, for example, has recently emerged as the fastest growing religion of choice among the nation's young people. 

Our survey of religion in America will address this question of pluralism vs. cultural identity by reference to the historical development of religion in the U.S. We will begin with a careful examination of Native-American religion and the European religious traditions transplanted into the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century American milieu. We will also investigate the development of traditions indigenous to the North American continent and examine the underlying American consciousness of "manifest destiny," "sacred space," and the pervading characterization of Americans as a "chosen people" and consider why these centuries-old cultural myths are rapidly fading today. 

***

On the instructor:

Before assuming duties as Rector of an Anglican Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Briane Turley served for 20 years as a member of the faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences at West Virginia University where he has taught courses in the history of Christian thought and American religions and geography of religions. A DuPont Fellow, he received his Ph.D. from the University of Virginia in Modern European and American religious history. He has published two books and several articles on religion and society topics. His second book (with John Super), published in 2006 by Routledge Press, is titled Religion in World History: The Persistence of Imperial Communion. Turley previously served as a Fulbright Lecturer at the University of Szeged in 2002.  

Turley has been recognized by the American Academy of Religion as an early pioneer in the application of the new technologies for humanities research. He has served as Managing Editor and co-founder of three scholarly, online journals: the Journal of Southern Religion, a peer-reviewed publication that examines religion and culture in the U.S. South; the American Religious Experience; and Religion and Society in Central and Eastern Europe. He has been recognized by both the Marquis Who's Who in America and Who's Who in American Education. He is married to Ann Turley, a musician. They have one son, Christopher, now in his second university year.

